IBI eXpected to rule by next week

on investigation of

By Hal Hewell
Stafl Writer

The FBI expects to know by the the middle of next
week if it can investigate whether an 11-year-old boy's
death is related to contamination at W.S. Hornsby Ele-
mentary School.

On Thursday, a spokesman for the bureau’s Augusta
office said his agency is reviewing
federal law to see whether the FBI
has jurisdiction.

“If we have, it would be under
laws thal basically give us co-juris-

" diction with the federal Environ-
mental Protection Agency,” said
the spokesman.

Hornsby fourth-grader Untray
Nipple died Oct. 16 al University
Hospital after he came home from
school and - experienced trouble
breathing. .

Aller receiving the pathologist’s report, Richmond
County Coroner Leroy E. Sims said bacterial pneumo-
nia killed Untray. Bul the boy's mother, Earnestine
Nipple McKie, has rejected that conclusion, saying
Untray was nol sick the day he died. :

Cilizens Against Pollution, a local environmental

group, is seeking lo have samples from Untray's body
tesled for exposige to arsenic and chromium - chemi-

Sims

student’s death

cals found at elevated levels last summer at Hornsby
school. X

Sims sald Thursday he had no plans to reopen the
case or conduct further tesls. :

“No sir,” he said. *'I have made my ruling and that’s
it.”

The FBI will consider having the additional tests
done, if it Lakes the case, the agency spokesman said.

“That's certainly something that's going to be
looked at,” he said, noting the bureau first would have
to find a lab capable of conducting the proper tests.

The stale crime lab tested samples from Untray’s
body for lead, along with routine alcohol and drug tests.
All tests results were negative.

. Sims had asked the lab to test for arsenlc £nd chro-
mium, but decided to drop tha, ;oquest afler th2 lead
tests were negative, and the pathotogist conrluded
pneumonia caused the death.

Last ‘summer, the U.S. Environmental Prot2ction
Agenc called for a cleanup of par! of Hornsky's nlay-
gro.nd following an Augusta Ch-crinle report that the
strie had found elevated levels of chromium, lead and
arsenic in soil samples taken at an adjoining wood pre-
serving company, Augusta Wood Preserving.

Students at Hornsby were tested, but nere were
found to have suffered adverse health effects from the
conlamination. The company has said it does not use
lead in ils wood-treating“:rocess.
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FBI may
investigate
boy’s death

By Hal Hewell
Staffl Writer

The FBI confirmed on Wednes-
day it is considering a group's re-
quest lo investigate whether an 11-
year-old boy’s death is related to
contamination at W.S. Hornsby Ele-
menlary School.

“We are louking into it, but il's
nothing | can release al this time,”
said Augusta Special Agent R.T.
Siith.

Hornsby fourth-grader Untray
Nipple died Oct. 16 at Universily
Hospital after he came home from
schoul and experienced trouble
Lreathing.

Aller receiving the pathologist's
report, Richmond- County Coroner
Leroy E. Sims said bacterial pneu-
monia killed Untray. Bul the boy's
mother, Earnestine Nipple McKie,
has rejected that conclusion, saying
Untray was not sick the day he died.

Citizens Against Pollution, a local
environmental group, is seeking to
have samples from Untray's body

tested for exposure to arsenic and.

chromium - chemicals found at ele-
vated levels last summer at Hornsby
school. .

Untray was a student at Hornsby
at the time of his death. Though he
did not atlend the school Lhe pre-
vious year, he had atlended it the
year before that.

“We are very pleased the FBI
has expressed an inlerest in pursu-
ing information regarding the con-
cerns of the families of children at-
tending Hornsby Elementlary,” said
Ann Winter, CAP spokesman. ‘We
are providing them with all of thé in-

Please see FBI on 4C
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formation we have avallable.”

Sims said he will cooperate with
the FBI, but he questioned the FBI's
authority in the case.

“The FBI has no jurisdiction,” he
said. "It is not a federal case.” .

He said the Auid samples from
Untray's body are al the state crime
lab, and will require his permission
to be released for further testing.

Last summer, the U.S. Environ-
mental Proteclion Agency called for
a cleanup of parl of Hornsby's play-
ground following an Augusta Chroni-
cle report that the state had found
elevaled levels of chromium, lead
and arsenic in soil samples laken at
an adjoining wood preserving com-
pany, Augusta Wood Preserving.

Students at Hornsby were tested,
bul none were found to have suffered
adverse health effecls from the con-
tamination. The company has said it
does not use lead In its wood-treat-
ing process. ’

Sims had earlier asked <he stale
crime lab to test samples from
Untray’s body for arsenic, clironi-
um and lead, but the lab only tcuted
for lead, along with routinz elechol
and drug tests — which were a‘l neg-
ative.

Lab deputy director Gary Thei-
sen has said the lab lacks the equip-
ment for chromium tests, and deter-
mined the blood sample would not
test well for arsenic.

Sims has said the negalive tests
for lead, coupled with the patholo-
gist's conclusion lhat pneumonia
caused the death, led him to drop
further lesls fur arsenic and chromi-
um.



FBI will test
samples from
Hornsby student

Coronér adamant death
caused by pneumonia

By Hal Hewell
Stall Writer

The FBI plans to test samples from the bedy of an
11-year-old boy for exposure to-contamination found al

W.S. Hornsby Elementary School, an agency spokes- .

man confirmed Wednesday.

] knuw eilher one of two labs that can do the work,"”
the spukesman said. _

“All we can do with those blvod and tissue samples
is whal's necessary to determine whether or not there
are excessive amounts of arsenic and chromium.”

Hornsby fourth-grader Untray Nipple died Oct. 16 at
University Hospital after he cume home from schoul
and experienced trouble breathing. After receiving the
pathologist's report, Richmond Counly Coroner Leroy
E. Sims said bacterial pneumonia killed Untray.

Sinis said Wednesday he will provide the remaining
samples to the FBI. "1 have already authorized the
stule crime lab to release it to the FBL."

The FB1 became involved in Untray's death after
being contacled by Citizens Against Pollution, a Jocal
environmental group.

Al pertinent information obtained by CAP has
been provided to the FBI for their review,” said Ann
Winter, CAP spokesman. “We are very pleased they
have confirmed that further tests will be conducted.”

Last summer, the U.S. Environmental Protectlion
Agency called for a cleanup of part of Hornsby's play-
ground following a report in The Augusta Chronicle that
the state had found elevated levels of chromium, lead
and arsenic in soil samples taken at an adjvining wood
preserving company, Augusta Wood Preserving. Ele-
vated levels of arsenic and chromium were found at the
sthuul.

The FBI has not yel obtained the samples from
Untray's body, but plans to conduct further tests “rela-
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tively soon,” the spokesman said.

. He added that the FBI is checking lo

see what the labs might need, such
as background on the matter.

Untray's mother, Earnestine
Nipple McKie, has rejecled pneumo-
nia as a cause of death, saying her
son had not been sick. She could not
be reached for comment Wednes-
day.

On Wednesday, Sims stood by his
ruling, and noted the FBI has au-
lhority only in areas of federal low,

“As far as declaring the cause of
death, they have no jurisdiction . . .
I've already determined the cause of
death,” he said. "'God knows, I
-wouldn’t cover up nothing for no-
body - no matter who they are.”

The FBI is currently conducting
a “preliminary inquiry” -into the
matter, the spokesman said. He add-
ed that his agency may have author-
ity in the case through federal envi-
ronmental laws.

“Basically, we're trying to see if
there is anything to investigate,” he
said. :

Several Hornsby students were
tested last year for exposure to con-
tamination found at the school, bul
none were found Lo have suffered ad-
verse health effects from fhe con-
tamination. The company has said it
does nol use lead in its wood-lreat-
Ing process.

Sims had asked the state crime
lab to test samples from Uniray's
body for arsenic, chromium and
lead, but the lab was only able to
test for lead, along with routine alco-
hol and drug tests — which were all
negative.

Sims has said the negative lesls
for lead, coupled with the patholo-
gist's conclusion’ that pneumonia
caused the death, led him to drop
further tests for arsenic and chromi-

um, ;

CAP is investigating other as-
pects of the Hornsby cleanup in ad-
dition to Untray’s death, Ms. Winter
said. '

“Qur group is continuing to in-
vestigate health screening programs
and the cleanup methods used atl
other contaminaled schools across
the country,” she said. “We are also

. working with several Hornsby com-

munity members lo gather informa-
tion on ongoing health problems of

“As far as declaring the
cause of death, they (the
FBI) have no jurisdiction
. .. l've already determined
the ¢ause of death. God
knows, | wouldn't cover up
nothing for nobody — no
matter who they are.”
Leroy Sims,
coroner

other Hornsby children that could
possibly be related to chromium and
arsenic exposure."”



Mother
welcomes
FBI tests

She wants ansSwers
about son’s death

By Hal Hewell
Siafl Wrller

_ Earnestine Nipple McKie wel-
comes an FBI inquiry into her son’s
death.

-n Afler nearly

“ four months, she
‘just wants to
know what hap-

ned. -
Im"l\‘. will help
me, but you
can't bring the
dead back,” she
said. ;
“I've got oth-
er kids that ask
Mrs. McKle at night, ‘Mama,
what happened to my brother? will
we ever know?" "

Her 11-year-old son, Untray Nip-
ple, was & fourth-grade student at
W.S. Hornsby Elementary School.
He died Oct. 16 at University Hospi-
tal after he came home from school
and experienced trouble breathing.

After receiving the pathologist’s
report, Richmond County -Coroner
Leroy E. Sims said bacterial pneu-
monia killed Untray. He has since
sald his ruling on the cause of death
Is final. :

Mrs. McKie has rejected the no-
tion that pneumnonia killed her son.

] know in my heart he wasn'l
sick.” T

On Wednesday, an FBI1 spokes-
man said his agency plans to test
samples from Untray's body for ex-
posure to arsenic and chromium,
which were found at elevated levels

on the playground of W.S. Hornsby -

Elementary School. :

“Something's got to be wrong,"”
Mrs. McKie said. 'l thank the FBI
for helping me."” sy

*
T

Last summer, the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency called for
a cleanup of part of Hornsby's play-
ground following a report in The Au-

usta. Chronicle that the state hgd
ound elevated levels of chromium, |
lead and arsenic in soil samples tak-
en at an adjoining wood preserving

* company, Augusta Wood Preserv-

ing.
Mrs. McKie sald she and families

“in her area are looking for other

_ Hornsby students with health prob-

lems such as rashes, loss of hair and
shortness of breath — symptoms si-
milar to those Untray had when he
died. : '

“'You have parents with kids that
have all types of problems,” Mrs.
McKie said.

The FBI Is conducting a "prelim-
inary inquiry” and may have au-
thority in the case through federal
environmental laws, a spokesman
has said. The agency plans fo con-
duct the contamination tests ‘‘rela-

‘tively soon,” according to the

spokesman.

The FBI became involved In
Untray's death after being contacted
by Citizens Against Pollution, a local
environmental group.

Sims had asked the state crime
lab to test samples from Untray's
body for arsenic, chromium and
lead, but the lab was only able to

_test for lead, along with routine alco-

hol and drug tests — whick were all
negative, -

Sims has said the negaiive taats
for lead, coupled with the pathclo-
gist's conclusion that pneumonia
caused the death, led him (2 drop
further tests for arsenic and chrmni-
um.

Several Hornsby students were

_ tested last year for exposure to con-

tamination found at the school, but
none were found to have suffered ad-
verse health effects from the con-
tamination. I
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